SIRJOHN SOANE'S MUSEUM

Recreation of Lost Stained Glass Window

Barley Studio has recreated a nineteenth-century
window for Sir John Soane’s Museum in London which
was destroyed in World War II. The 1830 window, by
Collins of the Strand, was based on Jervais’ and Reynolds’
famous figure of ‘Charity’ in New College Oxford.

Following a landmine explosion in October 1940, the
window was almost completely destroyed. Only two
sections of the classical base of the window survived,
along with inventory sketches and watercolour and
photographic partial images of the window. The replica
window was created and installed as part of the
multimillion pound ‘Opening up the Soane’ project to
restore, refurbish and improve Sir John Soane’s Museum.

Replica metal framework

The surviving piece of the window showed that the glass

was glazed into a metal framework, constructed of an L i O]
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A full-size cutline for the recreated window was
developed by scaling up the inventory sketch to the size
of the surviving pieces and the window opening within

the building. A photograph of Reynolds’ original cartoon Sofi? Sofst. Sk
(held in a private collection at Somerley House, 7
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the cartoon of the newly recreated window; comparison
showed that the positions of the figures were altered
only slightly from the Reynolds original in order to fit
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new window is protected by a secondary glazing layer,
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